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Distinguished members of the Planning & Development Committee:

Thank you for holding this public hearing today. The Connecticut Association
for Community Action (CAFCA) is the state association that works with
Connecticut’s nine Community Action Agencies (CAAs), the state and
federally designated anti-poverty agencies providing a wide variety of services
to nearly 200,000 low- and moderate-income people in all 169 cities and
towns across the state. I have included more information about Community
Action Agencies at the end of this testimony.

House Bill 6890: An Act Concerning Qualifying Transit-Oriented
Communities

CAFCA supports this bill, which would bring local governments and the state
government together to encourage smart, forward-thinking land use planning
that will create the kinds of diverse, walkable homes and jobs that we need in
places with bus and rail service.

Due to high costs, many of the customers at our Community Action Agencies
do not own or have access to a car. For them, living near public transportation
is paramount in getting to work, running basic errands, and even going to
school. Many local zoning laws, however, make it difficult to build housing in
these areas, often leaving limited living options for our customers and others
who rely on public transportation to make ends meet.

“Up-zoning” near transit stations and building more multi-family homes in
these areas is one way to address a real and worsening issue in Connecticut —
the lack of housing that is affordable to people in a range of incomes. By
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increasing housing stock, housing prices will stabilize or reduce, and more affordable and diverse
living options will be created for people of all ages and income levels, including our most
vulnerable residents. This will also support overall economic development by bringing more foot
traffic to local businesses, creating new opportunities for property owners, and helping employers
attract more workers.

We have seen examples all across the world that people enjoy living in walkable, bike-friendly
communities with good public transit; in addition to having a vibrant environment, transit-
oriented communities create economic opportunity both in the short- and long-term.

Addressing the housing crisis is one of the most important components of our vision for a more
just and equitable world. Supporting initiatives and funding for more affordable and diverse
housing options, like transit-oriented development, will help individuals and families thrive,
reduce intergenerational poverty, and increase economic mobility.

Thank you all for your consideration of this important proposal — and as always, for your service
to our state. Please feel free to get in touch with any questions: deb@cafca.org or 860-832-9438.
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More about Community Action Agencies
As the largest statewide safety net service provider, Connecticut’s network of Community Action
Agencies connects neighbors in need with resources that stabilize and improve lives and
communities. These services and resources include, but are not limited to:
e Nutrition (inc. SNAP outreach, Meals on Wheels, and Congregate meals)
Housing and shelter
Asset development and financial literacy
Energy and heating assistance
Job training
Early childhood care and education

Through a holistic, comprehensive, multigenerational approach, CAAs work with those in need to
plan, achieve, and maintain a path to short and long-term economic self-sufficiency and success.

Services Provided by Connecticut’s Community Action Agencies

ACCESS ALLIANCE CAANH CAAWC CRT HRA [ [a]] TEAM TVCCA
Financial Literacy & Asset Development
Individual Development Accounts X X X
Financial Counseling X X X X X X X X
Free Income Tax Preparation X X X X X X X
Child Care & Youth Development
CT Child Day Care & School Readiness X X X X X X X
Head Star X X X X
Infant-Toddler/Early Head Start X X X % X X
Specialized Care & Education X X %
Youth Dev- After School & Summer Programs X X X X
Community-wide Services
Clothing Drive X X X
Food Drive X X X X X X
Toy Drive X X X X X X X
Criminal Justice
Halfway Houses & Re-Entry | | x| x|
Employment & Training
Adult Education X X X X
One-Stop Employment X
Youth and Young Adulis X X X X X X X
Vocational & Skills Training X X X X X X % X X
Energy Assistance & Weatherization
|Energy Assistance & Emergency Fuel X X X X X X X X X
Malching Payment Programs X X X X X X X X X
Home Energy SolutionsAWeatherization X X X
Health
Adult Incontinence Supplies X X X X
Counseling: Individual and/or Family X X
Diaper Bank X X X X X X X
Health Care Access/Medical Transportation X X X
HIV/AIDS Prevention & Counseling X X
Substance Abuse Prevention & Counseling % X
Housing & Shelter
Affordable and/or Subsidized Housing X X X X
Emergency Rental/Mortgage Payment X X X X X X X X X
Emergency Shelter X % %
Eviction Prevention & Mediation X X X X X X X X X
Homelessness Prevention/Rapid Rehousing X X X X X X
Supporive Housing - Adults X X X X X
Supportive Housing - Youth X X
Nutrition
Children & Adult Care Food Program X X X X X X X
Food Pantries X X X X X X
Meals on Wheels/Congregate Meals X X X X X
Summer Food Program 2
Women, Infants & Children (WIC) X X
Seniors
RSVP & Senior Volunteer Programs X X X X
Senior Suppor Services X X X X X X X
Strengthening Families
Family Development/Parenting Education X X X X X X X
Holistic Case Management/Info & Referral X X X X X X X X X




